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The aims of our reading policy are:  

 To promote and encourage a lifelong enjoyment and love of reading  

 To provide regular opportunities for pupils to read out loud and to be read to 

 To access a variety of texts, including fiction and non-fiction  

 To create independent and confident readers  

 To equip pupils with the skills to know more, remember more and understand more.  

 Develop children’s vocabulary through reading.  

Read Write Inc. Phonics 

At Copeland Road Primary, we strive to teach children to read effectively quickly. The 

systematic teaching of phonics is a high priority throughout Foundation Stage and Key Stage 

1. At Copeland Road Primary we use the Read Write Inc. programme.  

Using the RWI Scheme, to teach children to decode and then read, we aim to teach children 

from Early Years up to Year 2 to: 

 ● apply their phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words  
● respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or groups of letters) for all 
common 40+ phonemes  
● read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words that contain the Grapheme 
Phoneme Correspondences (GPCs) that they have been taught  
● read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling and 
sound 
 ● read words containing taught GPCs and –s, –es, –ing, –ed, –er and –est endings 
 ● read words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs  
● read words with contractions and understand that the apostrophe represents the omitted 
letter(s) ● accurately read aloud books, that are consistent with their developing phonic 
knowledge and that do not require them to use other strategies to work out words  
● reread books to build up their fluency, accuracy and expression and hence develop 
confidence and enjoyment of reading  
● read most high-frequency regular words quickly and accurately, without overt sounding 
and blending; only needing to sound out unfamiliar words  
● spell words containing each of the 40+ phonemes by segmenting the sounds in words  
● spell common exception words correctly 
 ● add prefixes and suffixes to previously taught words  
● spell effortlessly, and with confidence, so that all their focus when writing can be directed 
towards composition  
● make phonetically plausible attempts to spell words correctly 
 ● select the correct GPC for words that contain sounds that have more than one GPC – e.g. 
ay, ai, a-e etc.  
● form each letter correctly, using RWI letter formation rhymes to encourage correct entry 
and exit points, orientation and letter size. 
At Copeland Road we understand  the importance of children being exposed to reading from 

an early start and begin teaching phonics as soon as pupils begin in reception.  

Staff systematically teach pupils using the Read Write Inc. programme enabling pupils to see 

the relationship between sounds and the written spelling patterns, or graphemes, which 

represent them. Phonics is delivered in different groups throughout the EYFS and KS1, this 

ensures that pupils are at the correct group for their phonics ability and have regular 

assessments to ensure pupils are making progress.  



Pupils will learn the 44 common sounds in the English language and are taught how to blend 

these sounds to decode (read) words. We start by teaching children to read and blend the 

first thirty Set 1 sounds. Once they have acquired this skill, they start reading stories and 

texts that have words made up of the sounds they know. This means that they can embed 

and apply their phonic knowledge and start to build their reading fluency. Once secure, 

children learn Set 2 and Set 3 sounds and then read texts with increasingly more complex 

sounds and graphemes. Throughout this process there is a focus on comprehension, 

reading with expression and reading for enjoyment. 

Children are taught daily, in small groups which reflect their phonic knowledge and reading 

fluency. We regularly assess children so that they are taught in a RWI group which matches 

their phonic knowledge. We make sure that pupils read books that are closely matched to 

their increasing knowledge of phonics and ability to read ‘tricky words’; so they experience 

early reading success and gain confidence that they are readers. 

Pupils are assessed from Reception until they finish the programme in Year 2. These 

assessments take place every 6 weeks, or more frequently for those making quick progress 

by the Reading Lead. Through having regular assessments this means that the Reading 

Lead is able to group pupils appropriately according to their progress made and as well as 

highlight any pupils who need interventions to support their reading. For any pupils who 

need extra support within Years Reception – Year 2, these pupils have daily interventions. 

For pupils who do not finish the programme by the end of Year 2, they will continue to be 

supported in a Read Write Inc. group which focuses on their speed and comprehension 

when reading.  

We have high expectations for all pupils in our school, interventions take place for those 

children who are working below expected levels. These are for pupils who are currently not 

on track to pass their phonics screening check, this is identified by the assessment which is 

used every six weeks. These are for pupils in Reception, Year 1, pupils in Year 2 who did 

not pass the phonics screening check and pupils in Year 3 who did not pass the phonics 

screening check. Pupils in Year 2 and 3 who need support with their reading fluency are also 

supported by class teacher. 

During interventions pupils are supported with sounds that they are currently struggling with, 

during one to one interventions staff are able to support appropriately to each individual 

child’s needs. Interventions are carried out daily by the reading lead and teaching assistant.  

SEN/Able Pupils 

SEN pupils are fully involved in R.W.I. lessons as all pupils work in ability groups and 

teaching is geared to the speed of progress of each group. 1:1 or small group tuition will be 

identified by class teachers and RWI leader if required. Able pupils are catered for as groups 

are based on ability and there is the flexibility to accommodate gifted younger pupils within 

groups of older pupils. 

Project X Comprehension Express 

In Years 4, 5 & 6 pupils begin to use Project X Comprehension Express. This develops 

comprehension skills and helps children learn the 10 essential comprehension strategies 

that research shows are the most effective. Within each lesson, there is a focus on these 

comprehension strategies. These tips support with comprehension in the wider curriculum or 

when reading for pleasure. 

Pupils are taught to  



 Stop and make sure it makes sense – take action 

 Think and remember 

 Predict 

 Read it again 

 Explore vocabulary – clarify words and phrases 

 Ask a question 

 Visualise – form a picture in your mind 

 Make connections – search for clues 

 Summarise the text 

 Use text structures, features and language 

 

Planning for Reading 

Throughout school we use a text-based planning approach for our writing and reading. On 

our long-term and medium-term plans, class texts are identified and how these are going to 

be used for reading and writing. As well as this,  

Teachers in the Foundation Stage work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals 

which underpin their curriculum planning. Later, during the Foundation Stage year, the 

National Curriculum is used alongside the Early Learning Goals to ensure continuity and 

progression from one framework to the other. All National Curriculum Programmes of Study 

statements must be covered at least once in each key stage. 

In the Foundation Stage children should be given opportunities to become immersed in an 

environment rich in print and possibilities for communication. They use communication, 

language and literacy in every part of the curriculum, and they are given opportunities to 

speak and listen and represent ideas in their activities. 

There will be plenty of opportunities to forge strong links between plans for reading activities 

and those for writing, speaking and listening. In the same way that ‘talk’ can be used to 

prepare for and help improve children’s writing, so too it can be used to improve children’s 

level of understanding of a text. We actively encourage opportunities for children to talk in 

pairs or small groups to broaden their understanding of the text. 

 

Home Reading  

Parents Throughout the primary years parents are encouraged to play a vital role in their 

child’s reading development and we must use all possible approaches to demonstrate ways 

in which they can foster a love of reading in their children. Children will take home books to 

share and enjoy with their parents. A home/school reading log will accompany their books 

with parents being encouraged to comment on their child’s progress and response to the 

book 

We work in partnership with parents, so pupils develop a love of books and reading. Daily 

reading at home and at school ensures children make good progress in developing reading 

skills, whatever their age.  Encouraging children to read widely, in and out of school, across 

both fiction and non-fiction, helps to develop their knowledge of themselves and the world in 

which they live, to establish an appreciation and love of reading, and to gain knowledge 

across the curriculum.  



All pupils within school have  the opportunity to read to an adult books once a week. We use 

“book bands” to ensure books are the right level of challenge for children to make good 

progress. Children can choose a new book to read at home twice a week as well as having a 

library which pupils can take a range of books home. Reading records communicate reading 

progress between home and school, and include teachers’ and parents’ feedback. 

Staff are also able to support those pupils who may not read at home as often as well.  

Reading throughout the curriculum  

Staff ensure that all children are given opportunities to study a range of good quality and 

interesting fiction and non-fiction texts from a variety of genres. Staff have a range of fiction 

and non-fiction books within classrooms that are shared with pupils and that pupils have 

access to. Each class has a range of non-fiction books that link with each foundation subject 

and their topics.  

Assessment 

At Copeland Road Primary we use the Durham Council Grids to assess reading as well as 

assessing throughout the year using tests in each term to assess how pupils are progressing 

with their reading speed and comprehension skills. These assessments also highlight any 

areas that pupils may need support with.  

From Reception – Year 2 pupils are assessed every 6 weeks to monitor the progress they 

are making with their sound recognition, decoding and blending and reading speed. These 

assessments are done by the reading lead so the children become familiar with the same 

adult and ensuring continuity.  

For those on the Read Write Inc. Phonics programme, we record their starting date and 

entry point on the tracker to monitor the rate at which they are making progress. We can also 

easily identify those who joined the programme later. 

Pupils who are making slower progress usually complete the programme by the end of Year 

2. We support pupils who have identified special educational needs for however long it takes 

until they can read. For example, we identify those who are at risk of falling behind their 

peers immediately – whatever their age. Highly trained staff tutor them for 15 minutes every 

day, using the Read Write Inc. One-to-one tutoring programme. If a child arrives in Key 

Stage 2 reading below their chronological age or with English as an additional language they 

are taught Read Write Inc. Phonics until they too catch up with their peers. 

From Year 2 upwards pupils are assessed using the NFER Reading assessments each term 

to assess their reading and comprehension skills 

Reading will be assessed in Standard Assessment Tasks (Optional SATs and KS2 SATs) to 

provide a NC reading level. Continuous assessment of the strategies employed by the child, 

during independent reading sessions are ongoing in addition end of term reading 

assessments will be used. The progress of individual children will be discussed at Parent 

Evenings. Parents/Carers will be contacted to discuss any concerns over reading, how they 

are being supported in school and how parents can continue to support at home.  

 

 

 

 



Equal Opportunities  

We will ensure all children have equal access to the curriculum, regardless of gender, race 

or ability. Children with specific reading, speech and hearing difficulties will be identified and 

supported through intervention programmes in school. The books which our children read 

will be chosen carefully so that issues related to equal opportunities are handled sensitively. 

The interests of individual children will be taken into consideration when reading activities 

and materials are selected. We will ensure that the books and literature available to children 

represent as wide a range of cultures as possible. 

 

Monitoring and Review  

The reading lead ensures all pupils are assessed and designates pupils to the correct 

groups v assigns leaders to groups  

RWI ‘drops in’ on R.W.I. groups to give advice and to informally check that pupils are in the 

correct groups 

Where necessary models lessons and attends up-date meetings when they occur and 

reports back to the Leadership Team  

Speaks with the Head teacher regarding groupings, teaching spaces and other pertinent 

matters  

Read Write Inc. development days alongside a coach from the Read Write Inc. team , they 

will spend the day with the reading lead, observing groups and giving advice on how best to 

support pupils.  

Observations of other reading lessons throughout all year groups.  
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