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Copeland Road Primary School 

 

STATEMENT OF POLICY ON HOMEWORK 

 

Introduction 

 

Homework is seen as an integral part of learning. 

Effective homework has the potential to: 

 

 raise standards 

 improve pupils` attitude to learning 

 improve pupils` organisational and study skills, encouraging independent learning. 

 

In Copeland Road School, the homework assigned will complement and support what is being learnt in 

school. 

Scope 

 

This document applies equally to all pupils at Copeland Road School regardless of race, creed, ability 

or gender. 

Definition 

 

Homework is defined as any work or activities which pupils are asked to do outside lesson time, either 

on their own or with parents or carers. 

Rationale 

 

The purposes of homework are as follows: 

 to develop an effective partnership between the school, parents and other carers in pursuing the 

aims of the school. (This is also the purpose of home school agreements); 

 consolidating and reinforcing skills and understanding, particularly in literacy and numeracy; 

 exploiting resources for learning, of all kinds, at home; 

 extending school learning, for example through additional reading; 

 encouraging pupils as they get older to develop the confidence and self-discipline needed to study 

on their own, and preparing them for the requirements of secondary school. 

Entitlement 

 

The precise amount of time set for homework is less important than the intrinsic value of the tasks.  

However, as a broad guideline the DfES recommends the following allocation for homework. 

 

            Reception                 up to 1 hour per          Reading, other literacy and number 

                                   week                          work. 

 

 Years 1+2  1 hour per week          Reading, spellings, other literacy and 

                                                                    number work. 
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Years 3+4 1 ½ hours per week       Literacy and numeracy work with               .                                                       

                occasional assignments in other subjects. 

 

 Years 5+6  30 mins. per day          Regular weekly schedule with continued 

                                    emphasis on literacy and numeracy but                       

                                                                                a wider range of curriculum subjects. 

 

In addition to set homework, regular reading should be undertaken.  Regular reading is vital. All 

primary school age children should either read to their parents or carers, or, if they are fluent 

readers, read on their own for at least 10 to 20 minutes a day. 

Aims  

 

Through the provision of a variety of approaches to homework according to the age of the child, we 

aim: 

 to raise standards in all curriculum areas but particularly in basic skills; 

 to create a sound partnership between parents and teachers with regard to children’s learning; 

 to reinforce work covered in class or to practise and consolidate basic skills and knowledge; 

 to encourage children to develop perseverance, initiative and self-discipline through independent 

study; 

 to enable children to learn study skills and improve personal organisation, time management and 

presentation skills; 

 to allow children to formally research and study areas which are of personal interest to them; 

 to extend lesson time to ensure in-depth study of National Curriculum; 

 to prepare children for the transition to secondary school. 

Class Teacher 

 

Each class teacher will be responsible for the setting of the appropriate homework for the age range 

within his or her class. The homework and its method of recording and marking should be manageable 

and not an increased burden to the class teacher. 

 

In the case of absence due to illness, the class teacher will not send work home as we will make the 

assumption that if the child is not well enough to attend school then he or she is not well enough to 

work. Obviously there are always exceptions, especially in the case of long-term absence and SAT 

preparation. In these circumstances it is up to the teacher and parent to discuss what work is to be 

done, how it is to be marked and the type of help which might be needed. Should children be absent 

due to family holidays teachers will not be expected to provide homework in these circumstances. 

Headteacher 

 

The Headteacher will monitor the setting of homework and maintain an overall view of the situation. 

Parents 

 

Parents and carers have a vital part to play in encouraging and supporting the children in their care. 

We expect parents to: 

 provide a reasonably peaceful, suitable place in which pupils can do their homework – alone, or in 

the case of younger children, with adult support; 
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 make it clear to pupils that they value homework, and support the school in explaining how it can 

help learning; 

 encourage pupils and praise them when they have completed homework; 

 encourage pupils to complete homework neatly, using pen or pencil, and to return it to school at 

the correct time according to the guidelines sent home. 

 

Pupils in KS 2 will be provided with a homework book containing guidelines stating how homework 

should be completed. Parents are requested to sign these guidelines at the start of each academic 

year. (Appendix 1)  

 

Governors 

 

The completed school policy document on Homework will be placed before the Governors for 

information, discussion and approval.  Future developments and amendments to the school policy will 

also be placed before the Governors for information, discussion and approval. 

Outside Agencies 

 

The school will communicate any information about homework, as requested, to the appropriate LA 

Inspector or other interested bodies through the Headteacher.  
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GUIDELINES 

Practice 

In setting and marking homework, teachers will: 

 use homework as an integral part of their curriculum planning; 

 set tasks which can be completed within the allocated homework time, and that are matched, as 

far as possible, to the abilities of the pupils; 

 use a variety of strategies so that homework tasks are varied in type, and enable children to draw 

upon a range of resources that are available outside school, e.g. libraries, museums, clubs, people; 

 give reasonable time for its completion; 

 ensure homework is marked in ways which reflect the school’s marking policy. (However, not all 

homework needs to be marked, e.g. a research task, the outcome of which may be needed for the 

next lesson); 

 provide feedback to children on their progress. 

 

 

SEN 
 

Setting appropriate homework for children with special educational needs, which does not demand too 

much or too little of the children and their parents, needs close co-ordination between class 

teachers, the special needs co-ordinator and parents. Tasks should: 

 have a clear focus and time guideline; 

 give plenty of opportunity for pupils to succeed; 

 help develop social as well as other skills when necessary; 

 be varied – not just written assignments; 

 be manageable for teachers. 

Homework should not be seen as a way of attempting to get pupils with SEN to catch up with the rest 

of the class. 

 

 

Type of homework 

 

In the Government’s view, the main focus of homework for children in primary school should be on 

literacy and numeracy. Science and other subjects should be added to the programme as children 

progress through the school, without losing this focus on literacy and numeracy. 

As children get older, homework provides an opportunity for them to develop the skills of 

independent learning, and this should become its main purpose. It is important that children gradually 

acquire the habit of regularly devoting periods of time to study on their own. 

 

KS1 

 

 Children are asked to read each evening. They have a reading record book (which is also used for 

home/school communication) which parents are encouraged to initial or make a comment in when 

they have heard their child(ren) read.  

 Years 1 and 2 children also have spellings to learn each week. 

 Literacy and Numeracy tasks may also be sent home to consolidate learning or enable children to 

keep pace with the rest of the class.  
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 When a child starts school a leaflet will be sent to parents detailing activities which can be 

undertaken at home to develop child’s basic numeracy e.g. counting, number bonds, multiplication 

facts etc. and also showing the methods we use in school. (Appendix 2). 

 In Upper KS 1, a timetable of tasks operates in order that children become accustomed to the 

pattern of homework. A weekly task sheet is sent home each week in order that parents know 

what is to be completed and when by, e.g.  

 

Day Task Due 

Monday Learn spellings Friday 

Tuesday Numeracy  Friday 

Wednesda

y 

Numeracy Thursday 

Thursday Learn Spellings Friday 

Friday Literacy Monday 

 

 On occasion children may be asked to collect information, complete a questionnaire or make a 

drawing at home which will support on-going classroom work. 

 

 

Lower KS2 

 

 Children are asked to read each evening. They have a reading record book (also used for 

home/school communication) which parents are encouraged to initial or make a comment in when 

they have heard their child(ren) read.  

 Children have spellings to learn each term. Parents are asked to look at 10 words from the list 

each week and as their child becomes proficient at spelling each word then take another one from 

the list. At the end of the term children will be tested on these words. Occasional tasks will also 

be given on specific spelling patterns e.g words ending with ‘ing’. 

 At the start of KS2 a leaflet will be sent to parents detailing strategies taught in Numeracy. 

 A timetable of tasks operates in order that children become accustomed to the pattern of 

homework. A task sheet is sent home each week in order that parents know what is to be 

completed and when by, e.g.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On occasion, children may be asked to collect information, complete a questionnaire or bring in 

items from home, which will support on-going classroom work. 

 

 

 

 

Homework Tasks 

 Return by:______________________ 
Literacy 

 Complete Rebuild the Sentence worksheet. 

 Practise spellings. 
Numeracy 

 Complete maths worksheet – shapes. 



Page 6 

Upper KS2 

 

 Children continue to take home a reading book. They have a literacy diary in which to record 

notes, observations and opinions about their reading. Parents are encouraged to discuss books and 

reading with their children e.g. help their children predict what will happen in a story, or discuss 

preferences.  

 Children are expected to consolidate multiplication tables by practising regularly at home. 

 A regular timetable of tasks operates in order that children become accustomed to the pattern 

of homework. This may change in exceptional circumstances. 

 

Day Task Due 

Monday Maths – short 

task 

Tuesday 

Tuesday Literacy – longer 

task 

Thursday 

Wednesday   

Thursday Literacy – short 

task 

Friday 

Friday Maths – longer 

task 

Monday 

 

 Children may be asked to complete a small research task in preparation for a history or science 

lesson e.g. ask parents and grandparents what they know about ‘Alfred the Great’. or collect 

examples of how percentages are used in the ‘real world’ in preparation for a Numeracy lesson. 

Evaluation 

 

Staff will evaluate the setting of homework within the school so that effective learning takes place. 

This document will be updated to incorporate any changes which the evaluation finds to be 

appropriate.  

 

 


